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ability there exists nobody better qualified than he to form and render an 
impartial judgment on the subject. I know of nothing to be compared 
with his essay in its own field. 

Among the contributions relating to modern philosophers, Professor 
Vaihinger's exposition of the philosophy of Nietzsche easily ranks first, 
He enumerates seven tendencies apparent in the thought of Nietzsche, 
which he regards as most important. These he characterizes pointedly 
by the following terms, which are readily understood : anti-moraliste , 
anti-socialiste , anti-dhnocratique , anti-feministe, anti-intellectualiste , anti- 
pessimiste, anti-religieuse. These tendencies he essays to correlate by 
tracing the evolution of Nietzsche's thought. Vaihinger distinguishes 
three periods ; first, that in which Nietzsche echoed Schopenhauer, accept- 
ing his doctrine of the will and his theory of art ; second, that in which 
Nietzsche was strongly positivistic and intellectualistic ; third, that in which 
Nietzsche returned to Schopenhauer's doctrine of the will, but abandoned 
his pessimism for an optimism based upon the acceptance of Darwin- 
ism. Vaihinger's position may best be stated in the words in which he 
has chosen to express his thesis: "The teaching of Nietzsche is that of 
Schopenhauer converted into a positive theory, and this transformation was 
accomplished under the influence of Darwinism." 

In conclusion, it is right that we should say that the volume is a worthy 
memorial of a noteworthy congress. W. A. Heidel. 

Iowa College. 

Constitution de I' ' ethique : quatrihne essai sur la morale considered comme 
sociologie elementaire. Par E. de Roberty. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1900. 
— pp. 223. 

M. de Roberty gives us in this book a somewhat extended, if not labored, 
explanation of his views regarding the relation of ethics to the other 
spheres of intellectual pursuit likely to be considered in connection with it, 
viz., psychology, science in general, and philosophy. He complains 
of his intellectual relatives, the positivists, that they have been too narrow 
in their recognition of the products of intelligence to be considered. They 
acknowledge only one series of facts, the scientific ; while M. de Roberty in- 
sists that we must recognize the important material found in philosophy, 
art, and industrial life as well as that afforded by science. They all four 
belong together, as contributing material of sociological or ethical value. 
They make what he calls the psycho-social series, and they stand in the 
following order of priority and interdependence : Science; philosophy (since 
the character of philosophic ideas is determined by the prevailing scientific 
ideas) ; art, which depends likewise on the preceding two ; and industry, 
which depends on all three. These four constitute and determine all the 
facts of human society, and they thus give the fourfold content for ethics, 
which is identified with sociology. And this whole body of material is 
distinguished from the phenomena of biology and chemistry in that the 
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type of causality here operative is final, and not mechanical. ' Finality ' 
is the distinctive work of superorganic phenomena, with which sociology 
deals. 

Sociology is not to be confused with psychology, either individual or col- 
lective. M. de Roberty criticises the views of Hegel, Herbart, and Stein- 
thal, because they made the mistake of deriving sociology from collective 
psychology, although this, he says, is better than deriving it from individual 
psychology. The fact is, individual psychology depends upon sociology. 
Individual mentality is but the outcome of the reciprocal action of living 
organisms already endowed socially. Sociality antecedes and produces 
both social groups and the individual qualified socially with rights. His 
theory of the psychisme collectif is just that sociality is a transformation of 
vital factors, by which a discrete aggregate becomes a new thing called 
a ' social group ' characterized by ' continuity ' in place of discreteness. 
It is the social whole which creates the individual mentally, and not vice 
versa. 

Psychology is a concrete science which investigates the phenomena of 
mind. Sociology studies the laws or conditions of social existence ; biology 
studies the laws or conditions of organic life. Psychology bases itself upon 
these two abstract inductive sciences, and gives us a concrete knowledge or 
ideology. To confound the concrete knowledge of psychology with either 
biology or sociology, which are both abstract, would be to repeat either 
the mistake of Comte and the positivist school, when they subordinated 
psychology as a chapter of cerebral physiology, or the mistake of Herbert 
Spencer and the evolutionist school, who made ethics a chapter of ideology 
(that which deals with moral ideas). Ethics, or sociology, is an abstract 
science of the whole field of superorganic facts. 

The last chapters deal with the relation of sociology (ethics), religion, 
and philosophy, thus completing the program of showing the relation of 
philosophy to all the disciplines of the psycho-social series. The treat- 
ment here shows plainly the author's positivistic lineage, and is perhaps 
less suggestive than the previous parts of his book. W. B. Lane. 

Randolph Macon Woman's College. 

Le idee fondamentali di Fed. Nietzsche. Per F. Orestano. Palermo, A. 

Reber, 1903. — pp. viii, 359. 

Dr. Orestano' s book, aside from its intrinsic merit, is interesting as a 
further evidence of academic vigor in the new Italy. We have here signs 
of scholarly acquaintance, not merely with a particular subject far removed, 
one might suppose, from the ordinary circle of Italian thought, but with a 
background of extensive literatures other than Italian and other than 
Romance. In the present work one may trace the influence of German 
method and of familiarity with Germanic criticism. The author has him- 
self studied to advantage in Germany ; and he seems to have followed, 
among others, the inspiring Danish critic Brandes in a considerable range 



